
Ezekiel Ch 32:1-16  •  “Darkness Upon Your Land”  

Background​ Ch 32 is the final chapter of the third major division of the book of Ezekiel,  
a section that focuses on God’s judgment against the Gentile nations surrounding 
Judah.  Ch 21 concludes a four-chapter subsection of this division, 
a subsection in which God pronounces judgment specifically against Egypt (but 
also returns to His earlier theme of judging ALL of the nations). 

 
v1​ Dating (still) in reference to Jehoiachin being deposed in 597BC. 
​ Math works out to March 4, 585BC – 17months since fall of Jerusalem; 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    22 months since last prophecy  
 
v2a​ Another funeral dirge – but prophetic!  Pharoah hasn’t died yet 

v2b​ From man’s perspective, Egypt seemed like a powerful lion. 
​ From God’s perspective, Egypt was a wicked sea monster (crocodile?) 
 
v3-6​ God is going to see that Egypt is subdued.  But note dramatic language 
​ that God uses here – Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion of 568BC doesn’t fit. 
​ And the difference we see in history gives rise to scholars questioning 

whether this is even valid prophecy!  Which is a reasonable question, 
but reasonable answer is it points to a long-term (future) fulfillment. 

 
v7-8​ We don’t have any historical evidence for such events in or around  
​ the time of Ezekiel / Nebuchadnezzar.  But we have many descriptions 

of such events during Tribulation (Joel 2 & 3; Rev 6, 9 & 16; Matt 24). 
 
​ Trying to fit destruction of Egypt described here & Ch 29 into coherent 

times chronology is challenging but can at least see the big picture. 
Half-way thru Tribulation, Antichrist demands to be worshipped 
(abomination of desolation: Dan 9:27; Matt 24).  Several “big events” 
described in Revelation also happen around this time — Antichrist killed 
and resurrected; two witnesses killed; mark of the beast, false prophet 
emerges.  Exact order of events is debatable.  But on the other side of the 
3½ year mark, Antichrist establishes self as world dictator. 

​  
Around this same time, war breaks out (Dan 11:40-45).  Not all of the 
“ten kings” in the days of the revived Roman Empire (first 3½ years) 
willing to go along with Antichrist’s plan.  Two of the kings that 
oppose him are the king of the north (Syria) and the king of the south 
(Egypt).  Note “north” is not the same as “far north” in Ezekiel 38! 
 

v9-10​ Daniel’s description of this war (and its outcome) sounds a lot like 
what we’re reading in Ezekiel 32 — including v9-10 where other 
nations fall in line after Antichrist demolishes Egypt & Syria.   

 



v11-14​ Sounds like what we read in Ez 29:8-12.  The 40 years we read about 
in Ez 29 don’t connect to any historical event or period; they have 
have a future fulfillment.  Ez 32:11-13 sounds like describing the same 
thing as Ez 29:8-12 AND the outcome seems aligned.  If Egypt is 
uninhabited for 40 years – with no sewage, pollution, run-off, or 
anything else contaminating the water – it will naturally clean up. 

 
v15-16​ Assuming this 40 years happens at the beginning of the Millennial 

Kingdom, then this also takes place during an era in which the entire 
planet is being renewed and revived.  But, more importantly, as a 
result of God’s judgment v Egypt SOULS are being renewed & revived. 

​ Also note the possible connection to Isaiah 19:18–22. 
 
 
APPLICATION​  Do we shrug at descriptions of events that happen post-rapture?   
​ Or do we let them remind us that we are part of something grand and 

glorious?  Something epic and monumental? 
 
​ The priests and scribes couldn’t be bothered to investigate reports 

coming out of Bethlehem that Messiah had come – even though 
Bethlehem was only six miles away from Jerusalem.  Were they 
intellectually smug?  Did they think themselves culturally superior?  
Were they too busy?  Too lazy?  Or had they just lost the big picture? 

 
​ We are part of a creation that God brought forth to glorify Himself. 
​ He created creation to reveal heretofore unseen (or unappreciated) 

dimensions of His love!  We (the church) are PART of that story, but 
we’re not the entirety of that story.  We’re not even the high point of the 
story! 

 
​ The climax of the story occurs when God engineers events and 

circumstances that succeed in drawing Israel back to Him — events that 
provoke Israel to SEE Him and to see the Savior He desired to be to them 
2000 years ago.  When Israel repents, God not only forgives the nation 
that crucified Him, but comes to live among them. 

 
​ We are part of THAT story.  The only question is WHAT part we want to 

play in it.  Are we willing to see it?  Worship God in it?  Tell the world 
about it? 

 
Or can we not be bothered with something that’s six miles away? 

 
 

   
 


